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Greed, That the Thanks of the 
SociETY be given to the Re- . | 


verend the Dean of Canterbury, for 
| his Sermon Preached this Day before 


the SocreTy, and that He be deſired 
to Print the ſame. 


Da vid Humphreys, Secretary. 


AcrTs V. 38, 39. 


ibis Counſel, or this Work be of 
Men, it will come to nought : But 
if it be of God, ye cannot over- 
throw it. 


HES E are the Words of the wiſe 
RS [SE Gamalicl, who was had in reputa- 
| 8 g tion among all the People of the 
= Jews, and whoſe Advice here given 
to the Council or Sanhedrim ſhews how juſtly 


he deſerved it. 


Taz Occaſion of it was this; St. Peter and 
the other Apoſtles, as ſoon as they were filled 


with the Holy Ghoſt, and thus enabled to 
work all kinds of Miracles, in evidence of their 
divine Commiſſion, taught and made Diſciples 
in the Name of Jeſus, and every where pro- 


claim'd to what Glory and Honour the God of 
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their Fathers had advanced that very Perſon, 
whom they had ain and hanged on a Tree; 
how he had raiſed him from the Dead, ſeated 
him as his beloved Son at his own right hand, 
and exalted him to be a Prince and a Saviour, 
ſo that there was 0 Salvation, no Forgiveneſs 
of Sins, nor any Rewards in Heaven to be 
expected by Men, but thro' His Name and 
Means. Theſe Doctrines, together with the 
Boldneſs and the Powers whereby they con- 


verted Multitudes to the Goſpel, ſo affected and 


enraged bis Betrayers and Murderers, that they 
were cut to the Heart, and took counſel to ſlay 
them, in hope that they and their Opinions 
would periſh together. But here Gamaliel in- 
terpos'd, and advis'd to more pious and pru- 
dent Meaſures, to fuch as might probably de- 


tect the Cheat if they were Impoſtors, and at 


the ſame time not inhance their own Guilt, if 
they only bore witneſs to the Truth. Such 
Pretences as theſe (ſays he) are not new or un- 
heard of things ; we have Inſtances within our 
memory of Perſons who upon like Infinua- 
tions, have gathered Followers, and raiſed Se- 
ditions among the People. Thus Theudas, and 


after Him Judas of Galilee, boaſting themſeloes to 


be ſent by God, had a number of Men join'd 
themſelves with them; yet each of them periſh'd, 
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and all as many as believed them were ſcatter d 
and brought to nought. And if the Pretences of 
this new Sect be grounded upon the fame weak 
Foundation, their Fate will be the fame too; 
but if they are indued with Power from on 
high, the moſt illegal and deſperate methods 
you can take to ſuppreſs them will be to 
no purpoſe ; Take heed therefore what ye intend 
to do as touching theſe Men; refrain from all 
Acts of Violence and Cruelty, and let them alone 
till you ſee farther into the Progreſs and Event 
of their Undertakings, for if this Counſel or this 
Work be of Men, it will of itſelf, or by divine 
Providence, come to nought ; but if it be of God, 
ye cannot overthrow it, tis vain and impious to 


attempt it, 4% haply ye be found to fight againſt 


| God. 


Tu Character of Gamaliel, with the Wil- 


dom and Goodneſs of his Advice, ſo far pre- 


vail'd in Council, as to prevent their paſſing 
a Sentence of Death upon the Apoſtles. But 
to give his Reaſoning its full force, as well as 
to ſuit it to the Occaſion of our preſent Meet- 
ing, I propoſe to diſcourſe on theſe Words in 
the following Method. 


Firſt, To ſet before you the juſt Grounds 
there were to judge, , this Counſel, or this 
: Work, 
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Work, in which the Apoſtles and their Fel- 
lowers were engaged, was of Men only, zf 
would come to naught. 

; Secondly, To repreſent to you the ſudden 
and ſurprizing Progreſs they made, and how 
mightily the Word of God, out of their Mouths, 
grew and prevail d. 

Thirdly, To enquire into what Cauſe this 

wonderful Event can be reſolved, and how it 
came to paſs that an Undertaking ſo little likely 
to ſucceed ſhould thus firewall and flouriſh. 
And, 
Laſh, To urge the Succeſs i it then had, as 
an Encouragement to, and Obligation upon us, 
to preſerve and ſpread the Knowledge of this 
Goſpel in our PLAN TATIONS, and COLONIES, 
and FACTORIES abroad. 


| T am firſt to ſet before you the juſt Grounds 
| Gamaliel had to judge, if this Work and Coun- 
| fel was. of Men it would come to nought, And if 
we conſider the Character and Circumſtances 
either of the Perſons, who were the Inſtru- 
ments, firſt employed to preach the Goſpel, or 
of thoſe to whom it was preached, there will 
appear little reaſon to imagine ſuch a Doctrine 
ſhould ever proſper in the Hearts of the one, or 


in the Hands of the ether. 
Wu EN 
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WHEN the Chriſtian Religion firſt began 
it's progreſs from Ferufalem,. not many wiſe Men 
after the Fleſh, not many Mighty, not many No- 
bles awere called; but Perſons of obſcure and 
mean original, whoſe influence could have no 
reach, and whoſe external appearance had no- 
thing to recommend them to human favour 
or regard; Men could not well be lower 
© (fays a modern * Unbeliever) in point of 
* Underſtanding than thoſe to whom the Gof- 
<«< pel was firſt preach'd,” and who were af- 
terwards the Preachers of it: and as they had 
no natural Cunning to deviſe Fables, or be 
the Inventers of the Doctrines they delivered; 
ſo few of them had any helps from Education, 
but the Speech and Preaching of them all was 
without the enticing words of Man's Wiſdom, 
without Art or Addreſs, without the Deceits of 
Learning and Philoſophy to beguile and con- 

found, or the Charms of Oratory to blind and 
captivate, their Hearers into a Belief of ſuch 
Facts and Do@r:nes as ſcem d fooliſh and ſtrange, 
and incredible to the wiſeſt of them. And it 
their Preaching fail'd, they had no Riches to 
bribe Men into their Opinions, nor Power to 
force their Will to act againſt the convic- 
tion of their Judgment. The Weapons of 
| their 

* Chriſtianity as Old as the Creation, p. 309. 
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their W, arfare were not carnal, but Ari 
tual; their Orders were to go forth as Sheep 


in the midſt of Wolves, to preach the Goſpel 


in the Spirit of the Goſpel, 'and to commend 
themſebves to every Man's Conſcience, by the Ma- 
nifeſtation of its Truth, by the Reaſonableneſs 
of its Precepts, and by the Perfection of their 
own Example. And were the Mighty, the 
Noble, and the Wiſe to be caught by Schemes 
without any Temptation of worldly Intereſt ot 
Grandeur, to be enticed by Words without 
Eloquence, to be convinced by Reaſonings 
without Art, or conſtrained by Perſuaſions with- 
out Force ? Sure, humanly ſpeaking, their Ene- 
mies had little reaſon to fear, or their Friends 
to expect, Succeſs, from ſuch Inſtruments. 

Nor will Circumſtances appear more pro- 
miſing, if we conſider what fort of Perſons 
were to receive the Goſpel. 

Hap their Notions been unſettled, and their 
Minds not as yet formed to any Syſtem of Re- 
ligion, theſe new Teachers might have. hoped 
to introduce the Truth as it is in Jeſus, among 
them with ſucceſs; but on the contrary, when 
Chriſtianity was firſt publiſh'd, both Jews and 
Gentiles were fixed and rivetted in ſeveral fa- 
vourite Opinions, and violently prejudiced a- 
gainſt any Doctrines that ſhould alter or over- 

throw 
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throw them, ſo that the Spreaders of ſach Doc- 
trines (beſides the odium of being thought A- 
poſtates from the Religion of their Country) 
were ſure to meet with the utmoſt oppoſition 
from Learning, Bigotry, and Superſtition. 
YET had the favour and countenance of 
Authority gone along with them, and the Kings 
and Rulers of the Earth ton council together 


with them, it might perhaps in time have been 


accompliſh'd, and eſtabliſh'd, under their Pro- 


tection and Encouragement, with more caſe, 


than by the Hands, the Labours, the Preach- 
ing, or the Miracles of the Apoſtles. But theſe 


Evangeliſts were not only deſtitute of any ſuch 


Aſſiſtance, but were to expect the ſevereſt 


treatment from that quarter; all the Powers 
of this World were againſt them; Bonds and 
Impriſonments did in every City abide them; 
and all who taught or believed in the name of 
Chriſt were ſure to be treated as the of-/cour- 


ing of the World, as Enemies both to God 


and Men, and as the cauſes of all the Calami- 


ties that befel the Roman Empire. 


HowEveR under Circumſtances ſo diſcou- 


raging, the Innocence and Reſolution of the 


Sufferers, the Patience and the Joy wherewith 
they continued Farthjul unto Death; the in- 
trinſic Excellency of the Doctrines which they 
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taught, the reaſonableneſs and perfection of 


its Precepts, and the greatneſs of the Rewards 
promis d to the performance of them, might 
have overcome all Obſtacles and Dangers, and 
have brought Men to Faith in Chriſt and an 
Obedience to his Commands, had they been 
wiſe and good, had they ſought 7. = in the 


love of it, had they been deſirous to grow in 


Knowledge and in Grace, and to raiſe and im- 
prove and perfect their notions and their prac- 
tice : But the Apoſtle deſcribes both Jews and 


Gentiles under a quite different character, as 


Men given up to vile Aﬀettions and a reprobate 


Mind, as holding in unrighteouſneſs, what by 
the Light of Reaſon or former Revelations, 
they knew to he the truth, whoſe Judgments 
were blinded by their Luſts, and whoſe Lives 
were in no degree anſwerable to thoſe Rules 
in which they had already been inſtructed, 
and which they profeſs' d to take for their 
Guidance and Direction ; and therefore there 
was little reaſon to expect a Religion which 
is moſt ſevere in its moral reſtraints, ſhould 
ever recommend itſelf to the corrupt taſte of 
a debauch'd World. 

So that all the influence which flows from 
Education, or Power, or Vice, was turn'd 
avainſt the firſt Preachers of Chriſtianity, and 

what 
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what enticing Words could ever gain Men over 
from Perſuaſions which they had entertain'd 
from their Youth, and from Habit moſt grateful 
to ſenſual tnctinutions, to ſuch as leſs ſuit with 
their Diſpoſitions and their Practice; and oh ac- 
count of which; they then expected to be perſe- 
tuted, and it may be 10 ref unto Blood? What 
Work or Counjel can the beſt improved Art or 
Skill of Man deviſe, that ſhall anſwer theſe Ef- 
feds? Sure he who ſeeth as Man ſeeth muſt judge 
this to be not only a very dangerous, but alſo a 
very improbable and fruitleſs Undertaking. 


Bur (as the Apoſtle argues) the Fooli/hnefs 
| of God is wifer than Men, and the Weakneſs 
of God frronger than Men; and if we proceed 
to enquire in the Second Place; into the true 
matter of Fact, we ſhall find, notwithſtand- 
ing all theſe Difficulties and Perils which thus 
on every fide did encompaſs them, how migh- 
tily the Word of God grew and prevail'd under 
the conduct of thoſe to whom the Care of it 
was committed in it's infant State. 
Nov 'tis evident from the Records of thoſe 
times, that as the Commiſſion by which they 
acted was to go into all the World and preach 
the Goſpel to every Creature; fo, in the execu- 
tion of it, they fulfill'd the Work of their Mi- 
Mr in by diſperſing themſelves into the ſeveral 
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parts of the Earth, which were then known 
and diſcovered; and with what ſucceſs theſe 
Attempts were attended, we are there ſuffi- 
ciently inform'd, For no ſooner did that A- 
poſtle, who is chiefly referr'd to in our Text, 
and the little Flock which he had gathered to- 
gether, publickly declare that fame Jeſus whom 
the Fews had crucified, to be the Son of God, 
their Lord and Chrift, but he immediately 
gain'd an Acceſſion of three thoufand Belie- 
vers, (Acts ii. 41.) which ſoon afterwards en- 
creas'd to about five thouſand Souls, (As iv. 4.) 
and, in general, Numbers were in like propor- 
tion daily adding to the Church. 

AND as St. Peter was thus ſucceſsful among 

the Jews, ſo likewiſe was that choſen Veſſel, who 
was appointed with him to accompliſh the Ful- 
neſs of the Gentiles, happily inſtrumental in 
making known among them the unſearchable Ri- 
ches of Chriſt; for by him à great door, and ef- 
feftual, was open d to their Converſion ; they 
heard the Tydings of Salvation, which he came 
to publiſh with Gladneſs, entreated that they 
might be preached to them again; and as many 
of ſuch as were diſpoſed to the Love of Truth, 
or prepared in the Spirit of their Minds for e- 
ternal Life, glorify'd the Word of the Lord by 
believing and obeying it. 


So 
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80 ſudden and mighty was the Encreaſe of 
the Goſpel by the hands and in the days of the 
Apoſtles, and after their Deceaſe, (ſhortly after, 
for the Completion of ſo great an Event) ſuch 
Multitudes as no man could number, of all Na- 
tions, and People, and Tongues, were perſuaded 
to become Chrittians, as render'd this Sect a Ter- 
ror to its Enemies, and enabled its earlieſt Apolo- 
giſts to plead its Numbers in its defence. The 
tormer complain'd that the Contagion of the 
Chriſtian Name (for in ſuch language they were 
then pleas'd to ſpeak of it) had ſpread itſelf a- 
mong all Orders and Degrees of Men, fo far 
and wide, as in a manner to have laid deſolate 
their Temples, and to have put an end to their 
Sacrifices and Worſhip ; whilſt the latter repre- 
ſented to their Emperors, that their Courts, 
their Camps, their Cities, their Provinces were 
all full of Converts, and that 'twas impoſſible 
to extirpate them, without depopulating their 
Dominions. 

ALL thoſe Diſcouragements and T errors, 
which to Men, who fee but imperfectly into 
the deep things of God, ſeem'd ſo likely to pre- 
vent its Progreſs, had no weight or influence 
to hinder the Goſpel of Chriſt. The Apoſtles, 
who firſt, out of fear, for ſook their Maſter, ſoon 
proteſs'd themſelves to be witneſſes to the Truth 

; | of 
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of his Cauſe, and ready to ehdure the greateſt 
Torments for his ſake ; they who had no Edu- 
cation or Att to gain Attention of Reſpect, 
had 140 a Month and Wiſdom, which all their 
Adverſaries were not able to gainſay of ret. 

Tat Men of Learning and Penetration, both 
of Greece and Rome, among whom Philoſophy 
and the Liberal Arts were ſtudied and under- 
ſtood, received Chriſt Jeſus for their Lord. All 
Offence from the Croſs now ceas'd among the 
Jews. The Kings and Rulers of the Earth 
themſelves came to glory in it; and, what is 
yet more ſurprizing, the true Converts to the 
Goſpel were regenerate and born again, they 
enter'd as it were into a new Being, became 
new Creatures; and were fo transform'd by the 
renewing of their Minds, as to be holy in all 
manner of Converſation. So wonderful 0 hap- 
py an Effect had the Goſpel upon the Lives of 
its firſt Profeſſors, that 'twill almoſt admit of a 
diſpute, which were the greater Miracle, the 
Numbers converted, or the Efficacy of the Con- 
verſion, 

And to what cauſe can we aſcribe this? or 
by what means could it come to paſs, that an 
Attempt, which, according to the beſt im- 
prov'd Art and Skill of Man, was ſo little like- 
ly to ſucceed, ſhould thus prevail and flouriſh ? 

And 
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And this I am now in the third Place to clear 
pp and account fer 


Ap here thoſe who are deſirous to ſet aſide 
the firſt Cauſe, and to repreſent this Wort and 
Counſel to be of Men only, attempt to introduce 
ſuch a Series of ſecond Cauſes concurring at that 
time, and ſuch a happy Coincidence of conſpi- 
ring Circumſtances, as they think ſufficient to 
bring about ſuch an Event, without any re- 
courſe to a divine or ſupernatural Agent. They 
alledge that the Chriſtian Syſtem is ſo contrived 
and adapted i in many Branches of it, as to ren- 
der it acceptable to the different Apprehenſions, 
Tempers, and Circumſtances of finfyl Men, 
The virtuous Lives and the couragious Deaths 
of the firſt Martyrs, might work incredible 
things upon weak and compaſſionate Minds; 
eſpecially among the lower People, who ſeldom 
fail to be, right or wrong, on the ſuffering ſide. 
Their having all things in common, and the 
charitable Diſtribution of all Goods and Poſſeſ- 
ſions among the Faithful, „ might attract, if not 
bribe, the indigent and needy to their Party. 
The Reaſonableneſs, Purity, and Perfection of 
the Chriſtian Morals, might reconcile and bring 
all Men of Wiſdom, Probity, and Virtue into | 
the Interefts of the Goſpel. And theſe Cauſes 


pro- 
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producing natural Effects, might, in time, ſo 
increaſe and add to their Numbers, that the 


| Rulers of the Earth, who at firſt thought this 


Doctrine below their notice, might find it at 
laſt beyond their power, to ſuppreſs. This is 
the Solution thoſe Men give, who would ac- 
count for this Event by natural Cauſes; and 
ſuch as will not allow ſome of theſe Cauſes to 
have had weight on any of the Springs of this 


Work, ſeem I think to judge as wrongly. 


Many of theſe Circumſtances might contribute 
ſomewhat, in a natural way, to the Progreſs 
and Advancement of the Chriſtian Faith; but 
take all of them together, they were abſolutely 
inſufficient, either to plant or ſpread the Goſ- 
pel, ſo far and ſwiftly as it took root and flou- 
riſh'd in the World. If then the natural and 
viſible Cauſes, which concurr'd to this great 
Effect, bear no proportion to the Effect pro- 
duced, we muſt trace it up to an higher Prin- 
ciple, and there only we ſhall find the true 
Cauſe of this Succeſs. This Work and Counſel was 
not of Man, no human Wiſdom could deviſe it, 
no human Strength could effect it; it muſt ſtand 
where St. Paul hath placed it, in the Miſdom 
and the Power of God, For to what Cauſe can 


we aſcribe the Courage, wherewith the Apoſtles 
2 under- 
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undertook and carried it on with triumph, but 
to the Spirit and Power with which they were 
endued? What Authority, leſs than that of 
God, could engage them to undertake, what 
j Aſſiſtance, leſs than Divine, could enable them 
to accompliſh this great Work? To what Cauſe 
can we aſcribe that ſudden Change of Opinions 
in their Conyerts, how immediately they were 
perſuaded by the Reaſoning of the Apoſtles to 
become Chriſtians, and to confeſs at all ha- 
zards, that he was the Chriſt, whom they had 
before denied and blaſphemed, but to the In- 

| fluence of him who alone can open the Eyes 
| of their Underſtanding, and turn Men from 
Darkneſs to Light, and from the Power of 
Satan unto God? To what Cauſe can we a- 
ſcribe that no leſs wonderful Change of Prac- 
tice conſequent upon their Converfion, but 
to the Aſſiſtances of that divine Spirit which 
worketh in us both to will and to do of his good 
Pleaſure & To what Cauſe can we afcribe the 
ſurprizing Conqueſts they made in oppoſition 
to Authority, nay over Authority itſelf, but 
to him who is mightier than the mightieſt, 
and hath the Hearts of Kings under his 
Rule and Governance? If the Lord himſelf 
| had not been on our ſide (might the Apoſtles 
truly ſay) if the Lord himſelf had not been on 
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En ir fide, when. the Errors and . of 


the World and the united Forces of human 
Wiſdom and Power roſe. up againſt us, this 
Work and Counſel muſt have come to nought. 
The Succeſs therefore which it met with, proves 
that it was truly his Hand, and that he only 
did or could bring it to paſs. 

Bor if it be urged, in bar to this Argument, 
that Succeſs is not a proper Meaſure of Truth; 
or if it be, it will plead with the fame foree 
for the Religion of Mahomet as of CH RISH; it 
will not be difficult to anſwer this Objection, 
and to ſhew a wide Difference between theſe 
two. Caſes. 

*F1s readily granted, Succeſs is one of thoſe 
Arguments Men are apt to make too free with, 
and to reckon that to be the Work of God, 
which he only permits to be done by Men ; 
but if it appears, in the caſe before us, (and 
that Man muſt be unacquainted with the Wri- 
tings. of the Scriptures, to whom it doth not 
appear) that, from the earlieſt Promiſe of a 
Meſſiah, the Jewiſh Prophets unanimouſly 
concur in foretelling, by a great Variety both 
of plain and figurative Expreſſions, the In- 
creaſe and Extent of his Dominion, that when 
Shiloh ſhould come, unto him ſhould the Ga- 
thering of the People be ; (Gen, xlix. 10.) that 
— 85 | ; £ he 
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he ſhould not only raiſe up the Tribes of Jacob, 
and reſtore the preſerved of Iſrael, but likewiſe 
be a Light to the Gentiles, and Salvation unto the 
end of the Earth; (Ifaiah xlix. 6.) that Do- 

| minion, and Glory, and a Kingdom, ſhould be 
given unto him, that all People, Nations, and 
Languages, ſhould ſerve him (Daniel vii. 14.) 
that he ſhould ſpeak Peace unis the Heathen, 
(Zach. ix. 10.) and that through him from the 
rifing of the Sun even to the going down of the 
fame the Name of God ſhould be great among the 
Gentiles, and that, in every place Incenſe and a 
pure Offering ſhould be offered unto it; (Malachi 
i. 11.) and if after his Manifeſtation, he him- 
ſelf declared his Gofpel ſhould be preached in al! 
the World for a Witneſs unto all Nations; 
(Matth. xxiv. 14.) and if according to theſe 
uniform Predictions this Goſpel was (as I have 
\ ſhewn) thus taught and embraced ; is not the 
ſurprizing Succeſs of it, conſider'd as a Com- 
pletion of all theſe Prophecies, a Proof that 
this was the determinate Counſel and Fore- 
knowledge of God, as well as the Effect of 
his divine Power? 

Axp Succeſs may be admitted as a good 
Argument, in this Caſe, and yet not be allow'd 
to have the fame weight in the Religion of 
Mahomet : for beſide that his Character ap- 
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pears too ſuſpected and bad to ſupport the 
Honour of his being a Meſſenger from God ; 
beſice that this Impoſtor was not atteſted to 
by any former Prophecies; other material 
Differences appear between theſe two Religi- 
ons, and ſuch as may ſufficiently ſhew the 
one to be of divine, the other only of hu- 


man Extraction. | 
© Tt was the ill Lives of the Profeſſors of 


* Chriſtianity (as a late * Infidel has obſerved) 


„which prepared the way for that Succeſs 
this Religion firſt met with ;” and for thoſe 


Profelyets it has ſince gain'd, and is © ſtill 
gaining” in the World. The whole Riſe, 
and Progreſs, and Eſtabliſhment of his Con- 
queſts may be accounted for by human Policy 
and Strength. The Doctrines he taught, were 
ſuited to the Wiſhes, the Intereſts, and the 
Ambition of Men; they were contrived with 


the utmoſt Cunning to make proviſion for the 


Fleſh, to fulfil the Luſts therecf, in the Life that 
now 1s, and to gratify them without meaſure 
and without end in that which is to come; and 
his method of enforcing them was by Terror 
and a Sword, by all the Arts of Cruelty and 
Perſecution, But how different was the Spi- 
rit, the Beginning, and the Settlement of 
Chriſti- 
* Chriſtianity as old, &c. p 407 | 
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Chriſtianity, whoſe Apoſtles and Evangeliſts 
never humour'd or flatter d any Prejudice» 
Luſt, or Vice, who never caught Men with 
2wicked Guile or Artifice, or aim'd at any Do- 
minion but ſuch as might reſtrain and ſubdue 
| the inordinate Affections and Paſſions of Men 
to the Will of God; and whoſe Victories 
were obtain'd not by the Noſe, Confuſion, and 
Violence of Marriours, but by the Teſtimony 
of their own Blood, by glad Tydings of Peace, 
by the {till Voice of Reaſon, by the Word of 
Truth, and the Excellency of their Doctrine, 
aſſiſted by the Spirit, the Favour, and the Bleſ- 
ſing of God? If then we conſider the different 
Nature as well as Means of propagating the 
Chriſtian and Mahometan Religion, we may 
from thence diſcover the difference of their Ori- 
ginal; for if the Work or Counſel of the one were 
of Men, it might by human Means have pre- 
vail'd ; but if the other had not been of God, it 
mult certainly have been overthrown in its be- 
ginning, or have ſoon come 10 nought. 


FROM this Account of our Religion I proceed 
in the laſt Place to urge the Encouragement this 
miniſters to us, and the Obligations it lays upon 
us, to preſerve and ſpread the Knowledge of this 
Goſpel in our PLANTAT1ons, and Corovwies, 
and FACTORIES abroad, AND 
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Anp however inſufficient we may think 


_ ourſelves for theſe Things, much may be done 


by us, and much is required from us, for the 
Furtherance of this Work; for the firſt plan- 
ting the Goſpel was not fo abſolutely mira- 


culous, as to leave no room for Men in After- 


Ages, by human and chriſtian Means, to pre- 
ſerve and inlarge its Conqueſts; and the firſt 
Commiſſion to publiſh this Revelation was 
not confin'd to the Apoſtles, but continues a 
Duty upon all ſucceeding Chriſtians, till the Ful- 
refs of the Gentiles be come in, and the Kingdoms of 
this World are become the Kingdoms of our Lord and 
of his Chrift, The chief Point indeed this Society 
has in view by ſending Miſſionaties into their Set- 
tlements, is to keep up and cultivate among our 
own People that Faith in God and Chriſt, that 
Senie of Piety and Virtue they carried abroad 
with them; and to endeavour, that their 
Children alſ6 and their Houſholds after them 
may be bruught up in the Nurture and Admo- 
nition of the Lord, and taught and exhorted to 


remember their Creator, and to reverence their 


Redeemer, in the days of their Youth. And if 


theſe Means be not ſufficient of themſelves 
to attain theſe Ends, God's Grace we &now 1s 


feſficient for us, and a conſtant Supply of it 


was 
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was promis'd, not only to the Apoſtles and | 


primitive Chriſtians, but #@ 4s and to our Cbil- 
dren, nay to all that are afar off, even as many 
as the Lord our God ſhall call, (Acts ii. 39.) 

Tux Deſigns indeed of this Society, as far 
as they can be effected, are yet larger, and 
thoſe who are employ'd by us, in this Work, 
are to rive (with St. Paul) to preach the Gofe 
fel where it has not yet been named, (Rom. xv. 
20.) to make Diſciples in heathen Nations, 
to baptize them into this Faith, and to teach 
them to obſerve and do all Things whatſoever 


Chrift hath commanded. And tho' it would be 


an unwarrantable Preſumption in us to expect 
that God ſhould give like Demonſtrations of 
his Power to their Miſſion as he did to this 
Apoſtle's; yet we may reaſonably hope, that 
the Atteſtation which was given to thoſe Mi- 
racles and Gifts of the Holy Ghoſt which 
were then wrought, may be a good Founda- 
tion for others to come into the Belief of it, 
from thoſe Accounts. Tho' they are not to ex- 
pect an equal Portion of the Spirit with which 
he was endued; yet it ſhould be remember'd 
his Labours were not without Effect, even 
when he exerted no higher Power than that 
of moral Perſuaſion. When he read of Righ- 
teouſneſs, Temperance and Judgment to come, 
2 | Felix 
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Felix trembled, (Acts xxiv. 25.) and certain Men 
clave unto him at Athens, and believed, (Acts 
xvii. 34.) and others deſired to hear him again, 
(ver. 32) en he diſputed in the Synagogue with 
the Jeus and in the Market with the Philgſo- 
phers. And if fit Perſons are authorized and 
ſent abroad into our Plantations to make 
known among the Gentiles of this Age the 
extraordinary Light this divine Syſtem has 
given to natural Reaſon, the gracious Diſco- 
veries it reveals to us of Pardon and Forgive- 
neſs of Sin by the Atonement and Mediation 
of the Son of God, the Helps and Aſſiſtances 
it aſſures to us in the Performance of our 
Duty, by the unerring Example of his Life, 
by the holy Precepts of his Religion, and by 
the Supplies of divine Grace which he hath 
obtain'd for all who are qualify'd to aſk and 
to receive it, and the Certainty of a future 
Recompence to reward our ſincere Endeavours 
to do the Will of God, by the continual In- 
terceſſion he ſtill maketh for us at the right 
Hand of his Father; I ſee no cauſe to doubt 
but that theſe Arguments would ſtill have 
their due Weight and Influence, and mcline 
Men to receive fuch glad Tydings, with like 
Joy and good Effect as thofe did who heard 
them from Pau! or Afollos, or any other Mi- 
nifters by whom they believed. Wirn 


— — — 13 2 3 
for the Propagation of the Goſpel. 


a3. 


Win reſpect to human Means, the preſent 
Miſſionaries ſeem in ſome inſtances to have the 
advantage of thoſe who were firſt ſent. The 
Apoſtles were often unwelcome Gueſts where 
they travell'd on this Miſſion, and the Jews 
ſtirr'd up all People to ill-treat and perſecute 
them, and to contradict and blaſpheme their 
Doctrine; whereas this Society hath been in- 
vited and intreated by ſeveral of our Colonies 
to ſend forth Labourers into this plenteous and 
diſtant Harveſt; they have own'd the need 
they ſtood in of ſuch Aſſiſtants, and aſſured 
us it ſhould be their * Care and Study to en- 
courage their pious Labours, to protect their 
„ Perſons, and to improve by their Inſtruc- 
e tions.“ The firſt Preachers of Chriſtianity 
had the Force of Authority to contend with, 
the Miſſionaries who are ſent by us act under 
the Favour and Countenance of it. That Prince, 
who preſerved this Religion in Purity at home, 
incorporated this Society, and impower'd them 
to propagate it in his Dominions abroad; and 
every ſucceeding Reign has incouraged and 
ſupported it, and graciouſly vouchſafed thoſe 


Helps and Aſſiſtances they have been applied 


to for f it. 


* Dr. TRE 5 Hiſtorical Account of this Society, p. 43. 
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or 3 we receive and acknowledge 
theſe Advantages with all Thankfulneſs, our 
Truſt and Confidence for Succeſs is on an 
higher Aid: This Counſel is of God, this is the 
Goſpel of his Son; and he who took fo much 
care in the firſt planting it, we doubt not, will 
withhold no neceſſary means from thoſe, who 
ſincerely endeavour to ſupport and propagate 


it; he who commanded it ſhould be made 


known to all Nations for the Obedience of Faith, 
will enable thoſe Paſtors and Teachers to nate 


full proof of their Miniſtry, who are ſent hence 


not only for the perfecting of the Saints, for the 
edifying the Body of Chriſt, but to do the Work 


of Evangeliſts among the barbarous and idola- 


trous Nations that ſurround them. So promi- 


ſing a Proſpe& have we of ſeeing the Fruits of 
our own Righteouſneſs from the Mini/tration 
of this Service. 

Ap great and preſſing Obligations he upon 
ns to promote this Work, and by our Prayers, 
by our Endeavours, by our Contributions, by 
every other fit Method, to further the laudable 
Purpoſes of this Society. 

A juſt Senſe of the Excellency of this Know- 
ledge, of its Sufficiency to make Men wr/e unto 
Salvation, and of the merciful Intention and 


Deſign of the great God and our Saviour Jeſus 
Chriſt, 
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Chrift, that it ſhould be diffuſed and ſpread a- 
broad, are Calls upon all Chriſtians in general 


to make this Saving Health known among, all 


Nations. 
A grateful Remembrance of the kind Hand 
of Providence in early planting and watchfully 


_ preſerving Chriſtianity in theſe Kingdoms, in 
making it known here, either by one of the 


* Apoſtles, or in the time when they were on 
Earth, in never ſuffering it, from the firſt ſhin- 


ing of this glorious Light, to be totally extin- 


guiſf'd in this Land; in afterwards reforming 
it from the Superſtitions and Corruptions of 
Popery; and in continuing and eſtabliſhing it, 
in Simplicity and Purity among us, by later 
Bleſſings; are additional Motives to engage us 
to communicate that Light to others, which 
ſhined fo ſoon, and fo freely among us, and to 
let our Senſe of theſe Fayours appear unto all 
Men, by ſeeking the Profit of many that they 
may be ſaved. 

Bor the preſent Attempts, which we are af- 
ſured are made from hence to render the good 
Endeavours of this Society fruitleſs and inef- 
fectual, and to root ont Chriſtianity in thoſe 
Parts, where we are ſtriving to preſerve and 
plant it, are powerful Incitements to all, who 
| D 2 are 
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are in Adeſte concern d for the Continuancç ad 
of the Goſpel, to be, jealous over it with 


1 e #7 Fealouſs: and particularly watchful at 


this time to SON againſt their Attacks: for 
when the Enemy ſows Tares among "the Wheat, 


it becomes the wile Houſholder to uſe fit means 


to keep the good Seed from being corrupted, and 
while they lie in wait for every Opportunity to 
take away the Mord ſown in Men's Hearts, | 

they ſhould believe and be ſaved, with what 
Earneſtneſs and Vigour ſhould we: endeavour 
that it ſhould thriye and bring forth Fruit? 


'Let their Zeal excite ours, and the more in- 


duſtrious our Enemies are to hinder the Goſpel 
of Chriſt, the more diligent we ſhould be to 


further and promote it's Intereſt and Advance- 


ment. To this End, let us enable this Society, 


while they are labouring in the Defence and 


Confirmation of it themſelves at home, to in- 
creaſe the Number of their Miſſionaries abroad; 


let us enable them to encourage faithful and 


"fe N to undertake this Office, Work- 


men that need not be aſhamed, and ſuch as are 


able by found Doctrine both to exbort and to con- 
wince the Gainſazers ; and May the Bleſſing of 
God make their Labours ſucceſsful! 
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